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Hello! My name is Monique Couture,
but you can call me Monika.l am
from California in the United States.
My home town is Santa Barbara. It is
two hours north of Los Angeles. This
AO—FaP.E-~Ik IS my second time in Japan. In 2007,

| studied Buddhism and Japanese
culture in Kyoto for 3 months. | went to university in Vermont. |
studied Environmental Management and Asian Studies at Green
Mountain College. | also studied Political Science at Western
Washington University in Bellingham, Washington for the past
two years and was a teacher’s assistant. | have many hobbies. |
love the ocean and adventure. | surf, snowboard and mountain
climb. Before coming to Japan, | was commercial fishing for
salmon in Alaska. | also enjoy cooking and want to start a
garden. | am very excited to be an Assistant Language Teacher in
Ei! Thank you for welcoming me to Japan and | look forward to
meeting you. Dozo yoroshiku onegaishimasu.

Hello Everyone! My name is Kuylain
Howard. My first name is pronounced Kai-
lin. You can call me Kuylain or Kuy (Kai).
Students please call me Kuylain Sensei.
~ | am from North Carolina in the United
I\D—E - A1) 3k States of America. My home is in a city
called Kannapolis. | went to High School at
A.L. Brown High School, which is famous for having one of the biggest
high school American football rivalries in the entire country. (A.L.
Brown vs. Charlotte Catholic). | went to university in North Carolina at
Elon University, which is famous for having the most beautiful college
campus in the United States. | studied International Studies, which
includes: History, Sociology, Economics, Political Science, and Language
study. | focused on East Asia and learned Japanese for language study.
During university | was also the president of the Japanese Culture Club
and studied classical singing. | even did opera! In 2012 | studied abroad
at Kansai Gaidai University in Hirakata City, Osaka Prefecture for a year.
While at Kansai Gaidai | joined the university a cappella circle. | was the
first foreigner to ever join. | love music and | love to sing. Some of my
favorite Japanese singers are 1770, 1" and Bump of Chicken. |
am very excited to begin teaching in Chiran and become a part of the
community! Thank you to everyone for welcoming me and all the help
you have given me so far.
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